
High Ranking Bank Sicko Charged With 
Drugging Women, Child Pornography, and 
Paying Victim to Lie to FBI 
Edward Gene Smith allegedly used his Central Park South apartment as base for years of 

sexual abuse while working as senior finance executive at major bank

 

A senior executive at a major U.S. bank has been charged with drugging and 

sexually assaulting multiple women at his Manhattan apartment over four years 

while amassing a collection of child sexual abuse images on his personal devices. 

Edward Gene Smith, was also accused of paying one of his victims thousands of 

dollars to sign a false document after FBI agents searched his home. 

Federal prosecutors in Manhattan filed a superseding indictment last week 

charging Smith with six counts including sex trafficking, distribution of a 

controlled substance with intent to commit rape, and obstruction of justice. He is 



being detained awaiting trial and faces a mandatory minimum of 15 years in prison 

on the sex trafficking charge alone, with a maximum of life behind bars. 

The case shows how Smith allegedly used his position as a wealthy finance 

executive to prey on younger women he met on the internet. According to the 

indictment, he enticed them to meet with him at his Central Park South residence 

and other locations. 

"Edward Gene Smith systematically preyed on vulnerable young women," U.S. 

Attorney Jay Clayton said in announcing the charges. He allegedly sexually 

assaulted them, drugging and raping them, and often recorded his abuse in 

photographs and videos. 

Smith worked as a senior finance executive at a major U.S. bank during the period 

of alleged abuse from 2019 through April 2023. The bank has not been identified in 

court documents. 

A College Student Controlled 

The indictment describes how Smith allegedly groomed and controlled a college 

student identified as Victim-2. He had met her a few months earlier when she was 

still in school, then persuaded her to relocate to New York City in 2020. 

Once she arrived, prosecutors say Smith took control of nearly every aspect of her 

existence. He controlled her finances, social life, and activities. 

Smith then allegedly drugged and sexually assaulted her repeatedly over several 

months. Prosecutors charged him with sex trafficking by force, fraud, or coercion 

based on this conduct. 

Video Shared to Encrypted Platform 

On April 23, 2023, Smith allegedly drugged another victim, identified as Victim-1, at 

his Central Park South apartment and raped her while she was incapacitated or 

unconscious. 

He did not stop there, according to prosecutors. Smith allegedly recorded video of 

himself digitally penetrating the incapacitated woman and shared the footage with 

others through an encrypted messaging platform. 



The channel where he posted the video was dedicated to sharing depictions of 

incapacitated or unconscious women in sexually exploitative positions. 

Child Pornography and Obstruction 

Investigators discovered that Smith's alleged crimes extended to children as well. 

From 2019 through June 2024, he allegedly possessed and received images and 

videos of children being sexually abused on his electronic devices. 

When FBI agents executed a search warrant at Smith's residence in August 2024 

and found the child pornography, Smith allegedly tried to derail the investigation. 

He paid a victim thousands of dollars to sign a false document in an attempt to 

obstruct the case. 

Trial Set for February 

Smith is scheduled to stand trial before U.S. District Judge Paul A. Engelmayer on 

February 23, 2025. The charges against him carry potential sentences ranging from 

5 to 20 years on the child pornography counts, up to 20 years each on the drugging 

and obstruction charges, and up to life imprisonment for sex trafficking. 

 

 


















