"I Don't Care If You Scam Us": How a Chase Bank Teller's
Text Message Revealed A $850 Check Fraud Scheme

Inside a Chase Bank branch in Northern California's Deer Valley, Franchesca Calagui
worked as a part-time teller, processing routine transactions and greeting customers with a
smile. But federal prosecutors say her text message to an alleged co-conspirator revealed a
darker side to her banking duties: "l definitely don't wanna scam with chase since you work
there," wrote her conspirator. Calagui's alleged response: "l do not care if u scam us lmao."

That casual text message would later emerge as a crucial piece of evidence in what
authorities describe as an elaborate scheme to defraud Chase Bank of nearly $1 million
through forged U.S. Treasury checks.

The Fraud Duo



According to an indictment filed last month in the Northern District of California, Calagui
allegedly worked in concert with Dondre Gray from May 2022 through March 2023,
exploiting her position to subvert the bank's check cashing policies. The scheme targeted
U.S. Treasury checks.

Gray allegedly recruited runners - preferably female, prosecutors say, because they
commanded smaller cuts of the proceeds - to cash forged Treasury checks with Calagui.
"My bank accounts show | bring in so much more than | make at footlocker," Gray allegedly
texted Calagui in October 2022, highlighting how lucrative the scheme was.

The Final Payday Rush Before Maternity Leave

But it was Calagui's apparent rush for one final payday that may have helped expose the
scheme. In the two weeks before her planned maternity leave in March 2023, she
processed more than $190,000 in Treasury checks - over 25% of the scheme's total during
its 10-month run. "Yes the more money the more comfortable | can feel," she texted Gray.
"That's why | gotta come in and make as much as | can."

The case highlights a persistent vulnerability in check fraud: the human element and the
tellers that work at banks. While banks invest millions in sophisticated fraud detection
systems, a single compromised bank teller can subvert those systems.

According to the indictment, Calagui allegedly failed to verify valid forms of identification,
signatures, or required Chase accounts with sufficient funds - basic checks designed to
prevent exactly this type of fraud.

Read the Indictment
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