
Florida Inmate 
Ran $1.2 
Million Fraud 
Ring From 
Behind Bars 
And Built 
House 
St. Petersburg man used smuggled 

phones to orchestrate building 

supply scam while serving robbery 

sentence 

 

Jared Murray pulled off a stunt that you might not believe. 

Murray was sentenced this week to four years and nine months in federal prison for 

running a sophisticated fraud operation from his cell in a Florida state prison. He 

pleaded guilty in March stealing more than $1.2 million from Lowes supply 

company which he used to build a home. 

He did all that from jail! 

The Contraband Phone Network 

Murray's crime relied on contraband cell phones smuggled into his state prison. He 

was already serving time for a Pinellas County robbery conviction when he started 

the scheme in January 2019. 

From his cell, Murray made dozens of calls to Lowes across Florida even other 

states. He pretended to be legitimate contractors who had accounts with the 

company, ordering expensive materials on credit that he never intended to pay for. 



The court documents show Murray worked with two accomplices on the outside. 

“C.S”. lived in Florida, while “V.G.” operated from Georgia's. 

Building a House With Stolen Goods From Jail 

Murray didn't just steal money. He 

used the fraudulent building 

materials to construct a house in 

Lake Placid, Florida, turning his 

crime into something tangible. 

The scheme worked so well. 

Murray would call the building 

supply company, impersonate a 

contractor, and place large orders 

using the contractor's store credit. 

His accomplices would then pick 

up the materials and sold them 

online at steep discounts. One 

example from the court records shows Murray sent a text message on November 16, 

2019, giving C.S. an address for delivery of stolen building materials. 

Investigators Followed The Money Trail 

The fraud proceeds flowed through multiple channels to hide the source. Two days 

after Murray's text message, $3,000 moved from one Financial Institution account 

in C.S.'s name to another account belonging to Murray's relative, E.B. 

Murray also had buyers mail cashier's checks to E.B. and other accomplices. In 

December 2019, he arranged for a $3,990 cashier's check to be mailed to E.B. 

through the U.S. mail system. 

The operation generated so much money that Murray felt confident enough to use 

the stolen materials for personal construction projects. The Lake Placid house 

became his way to put the money to a good long-term investment that would 

appreciate. 

How His Sophisticated Scheme Worked 



Murray's scheme required multiple fake identities and communication methods. 

He used several phone numbers and email addresses to avoid detection. 

Murray would find the names of contractors who had open lines of credit at Lowe’s, 

use their identities to order supplies to their accounts and then have them shipped 

to the lot. The affidavit released by the FBI claims Murray “devised and executed — 

and continues to execute — a scheme to defraud Lowe’s Home Improvement out of 

well over a million dollar’s worth of inventory.” 

To build the home, Murray would allegedly order truckloads of supplies to the job 

site and started hiring contractors to work on the house. Murray interacted with 

contractors exclusively over the phone while other people oversaw drop-off. 

Murray also allegedly sold any supplies that were not used on online marketplace 

OfferUp and put the money toward hiring more contractors and continuing 

construction. 

His Scheme Fell Apart As Investigators Narrowed In 

Federal agents and Tampa police slowly unraveled Murray's network between 2019 

and 2020. Lowes reported massive losses as contractors' accounts were drained 

without authorization. 

Investigators tracked the flow of money and materials back to Murray's prison cell. 

They discovered his contraband phones and documented his calls to the victim 

company. 

The FBI seized $43,550 from Murray's bank accounts and forced him to forfeit the 

Lake Placid house. 

The total loss to the building supply merchant reached $1,260,495.89. 

He entered a guilty plea in March 2025, and this week he was handed down a 

sentence for his audacious crimes. 

Read The Complaint 
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