
TD Bank 
Employee's 
Bribery 
Scheme: A 
$37,000 Fraud 
That Cost the 
Bank $72,000 
Branch employee opened up 140 

bank accounts that were used for a 

costly check fraud scheme. 

 

Jhonnatan Rodriguez, a TD Bank employee in Naples, Florida had a lucrative side 

hustle while he worked for the bank. He opened bank accounts for complete 

strangers and pocketed bribes of $200 to $250 per account for a fraud network that 

he worked with. Over one year, this scheme would net him nearly $37,000 but cost 

TD Bank a whole lot more. 

The 32-year-old ex-employee and assistant manager of the bank pleaded guilty in 

Newark federal court on June 25, 2025.  

The Text App Cover-Up Of His Side Hustle 

To perpetrate his scheme Rodriguez used a messaging app and the fake name 

"Jorge" to hide his identity from TD Bank and potential clients.  

He used the messaging app as his command center and way to connect with people 

that needed his services. People looking for bank accounts would contact him 

through the app and send photos of their identification documents.  

He would then request his fee of $200 to $250 per account before moving forward. 

One client made 25 separate payments totaling $6,335 to Rodriguez for opening 

multiple accounts. Another paid $1,050 around December 17, 2022, for multiple 



account openings. The document shows Rodriguez received these payments before 

creating the accounts. 

 

 

Forged Signatures and Fake Customers 

Rodriguez opened approximately 140 bank accounts between November 2022 and 

November 2023. The scheme required him to forge customer signatures on account 

opening documents since none of the real account holders were present during the 

process. 

After receiving payment through peer-to-peer money transfer networks, Rodriguez 

would create the requested accounts. He then sent usernames and passwords to the 

individuals, often ordering debit cards to be mailed to addresses on file. 

His scheme was preferred by fraudsters because he was able to help them bypass 

the identity controls that the bank had put in place.  

The Accounts Were Used For Check Fraud Schemes 



Many of his clients used these illegally opened accounts for check fraud. They 

deposited both fake personal checks and fraudulent cashier's checks. Some 

accounts facilitated international money laundering, with some people in 

Colombia withdrawing approximately $172,665 through ATMs. 

TD Bank Lost $71,665 In Fraud And Then Internal 
Monitoring Detected His Scheme 

TD Bank suffered losses of approximately $71,665 from fraudulent check activity 

that flowed through the accounts Rodriguez opened. This amount is nearly double 

what Rodriguez earned from his bribery scheme. 

TD Bank discovered his fraudulent scheme through some internal monitoring 

programs and immediately fired him.  They then reported the fraud to the 

Department of Justice and cooperated with the federal investigation. 

Tied To Colombian Money Laundering 

Court documents reveal that Rodriguez opened accounts specifically for 

individuals in Colombia who laundered money through ATM withdrawals. Over 

$172,000 was laundered through ATM’s as a result of the accounts that he opened 

up. 

Interestingly though, Rodriguez did not receive bribes for the accounts used in the 

Colombia money laundering operation. This suggests he may have had different 

arrangements with various criminal groups. 
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CASE NUMBER: 25- 
═════════════════════════════════ 

United States District Court 
District of New Jersey 

═════════════════════════════════ 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

v. 

JHONNATAN RODRIGUEZ, 
a/k/a “Jorge” 

═════════════════════════════════ 
INFORMATION FOR

18 U.S.C. § 215(a)(2) 
18 U.S.C. § 1005 

═════════════════════════════════ 
ALINA HABBA 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

MARGARET A. MOESER 
CHIEF 

MONEY LAUNDERING AND ASSET RECOVERY SECTION 
═════════════════════════════════ 

MARK J. PESCE 
ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY 

(973) 645-2793

DAVID ZACHARY ADAMS 
CHELSEA ROONEY 
TRIAL ATTORNEYS 

(202) 616-2598
═════════════════════════════════ 
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